
WINTER 2007-08   VOLUME 05   NUMBER 01   

M A G A Z I N E

RESPECT: Serving with CRS in Africa, Pg. 6 

VISION: Engaging Cabrini Students, Pg. 16 

COMMUNITY: Gala at Ellis Island, Pg. 10 

EXCELLENCE: Loquitur is Tops in U.S., Pg. 5

RESPECT: Serving with CRS in Africa, Pg. 6 

VISION: Engaging Cabrini Students, Pg. 16 

COMMUNITY: Gala at Ellis Island, Pg. 10 

EXCELLENCE: Loquitur is Tops in U.S., Pg. 5

11311_CVR.indd   111311_CVR.indd   1 11/16/07   1:37:07 PM11/16/07   1:37:07 PM



2    www.cabrini.edu

Cabrini
EVENTS Do Something Extraordinary 

and join us at these great events. 
Details at www.cabrini.edu/50

50THANNIVERSARY

Celebrate Cabrini’s

Events are free unless otherwise noted

2008
January 24 
Opening Reception: 

Fine Arts Faculty Art Exhibit
3 – 5 p.m., Grace and Joseph Gorevin 
Fine Arts Gallery*
Exhibit continues through February 21

February 5
Nikki Giovanni Poetry Reading
7:30 p.m., Grace Hall Atrium
Question and answer session to follow

February 25 – April 23
Folk and Popular Religious 

Art Exhibit from Cabrini 

College’s Collection
Grace and Joseph Gorevin 
Fine Arts Gallery*

March 2 – 9

Cabrini at the Philadelphia 

Flower Show

April 27

Opening Reception: 

Senior Art Exhibit: 

Graphic Design/Studio Art
3 – 5 p.m.
Grace and Joseph Gorevin 
Fine Arts Gallery*
Exhibit continues through May 11

May 4

Guided Tours of 

Historic Woodcrest Mansion

Spring Choral Concert
3 p.m., Grace Hall Atrium

May 2008 (date TBA)

National Cabrini Day of Service 
Join students, faculty, staff and alumni in 
a day of service to your community. 
 
June 27, 2008 

The Philadelphia Orchestra 
Free Neighborhood Concert at Cabrini 
College featured at Alumni Weekend.

February 19
Founder’s Day: 

Transformations of the Heart 
Presentations by Ken Hackett, CEO of 
Catholic Relief Services, and Ishmael 
Beah, author of A Long Way Gone: 
Memoirs of a Boy Soldier

March 27 – 29

Common Good Symposium: 

Opportunities and Challenges 

in 21st Century American 

Education 
Celebrating 50 years of teacher 
education and commitment to the 
common good. Keynote speaker: 
Jonathan Kozol

March 30

Pianist William Carr
3 p.m., Mansion
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*Gallery is located on the 2nd floor of the 
Holy Spirit Library. Admission is free.

Monday – Thursday, 8 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Friday, 8 a.m. –  8 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Sunday, 1 – 10 p.m.

Information: 610-902-8380
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A S YOU KNOW BY NOW, I ANNOUNCED IN 
September my plan to retire at the 
end of the 2007-08 academic year. 

I hope that readers of Cabrini Magazine can 
appreciate what a bittersweet decision this 
was for me. So many of you have offered 
kind words of understanding and encour-
agement … and I want you to know how 
much I have valued your friendship and 
support over the years.

It is important also that you know that 
Cabrini College today is stronger than it 
ever has been, and that I will continue to 
serve as your President to the completion 
of my tenure with the vigor and determina-
tion that has marked the previous 15 years. 
The search is underway for a new President 
and I am confident that there will be many 
qualified candidates. 

The College continues to make extraordi-
nary strides, many of which are described 
in this magazine.

Undergraduate and graduate enrollment 
now totals almost 3,100 students. The 
Class of 2011 is one of the best yet, in total 
number, SAT scores, and grade-point aver-
age. They come to Cabrini at a time that our 
reputation for “engaged learning” is grow-
ing nationally (Page 16). We have doubled 
enrollment in Graduate and Professional 
Studies, with much of the growth achieved 
with the addition of 11 off-site locations, 
primarily geared to education professionals 
pursuing master’s degrees or certification. 

The 50th Anniversary Celebration got off 
to a rousing start when 1,100 students, 
faculty, alumni, staff and other friends of 
the College “rocked” Citizens Bank Park 
for Cabrini College Night at the Phillies 
(Page 9).Then, on a sunny Sunday in late 

Message
from the President

September, a dozen of the original 43 
Cabrini students returned to celebrate 
Come Prima (Italian for “the first time”), 
with Mass in the newly renovated chapel, 
a luncheon, a campus tour and the award-
ing of honorary degrees and medals (Page 
27). Hundreds of more recent alumni, 

students, parents of current students and 
families were on campus for Fall Fest - 
three days of fun that included inductions 
into the Cabrini Athletic Hall of Fame, 
dedication of a restored Estate Garden, a 
1950s sock hop, and a free Community 
Kite Festival (Page 13).

At Times Square: President Iadarola’s Retirement Announcement
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Also in this issue is a photo spread 
(Pages 10-11) of the magnificent Oct. 
27 Ellis Island Gala for donors to the 
10,000 Hearts Campaign. Some 600 
people attended, representing every 
four-year graduating class from 1961 
to 2007. It was the largest alumni 
attendance ever at a Cabrini College 
event, and marked our over-the-top 
completion of the campaign in which 
we raised nearly $20 million against a 
goal of $16.5 million.

Finally, please be sure to read the 
etcetera article in the back of this 
publication (Page 32). In this story, 
you will meet Meinhardt Raabe who 
during the mid-1970s was a member 
of the College’s facilities staff, but who 
is more widely known as the most 
famous Munchkin of all in the film 
version of “The Wizard of Oz.” Even 
as an historian by academic training, I 
am astounded by how much history a 
College can acquire over the course of 
50 years, and we are indebted to Curt 
Haring ’76 for reintroducing Cabrini to 
Raabe, whom Haring met when he was 
a student and Raabe was working in the 
flowerbeds near Grace Hall.

I hope to see you at one of the many 
50th Anniversary Celebration events 
still ahead.

Warmly,

Antoinette Iadarola
President

New York marketing 
executive Theresa 
A. Cavanaugh ’74, a 
Trustee since 1998, 
was elected Chair; and 
Deb Takes, a bank 
president and CEO, is 
Vice Chair. One of the 
first orders of business 
for the new administra-
tion was to reorganize 
the structure of Board 
committees in line with 
the five initiatives in 
the College’s recently 
adopted Strategic Plan.

New to the Board are: 
Elizabeth Riley Bell ’69 is a former 

member of the Board of Directors of 
Cabrini’s Alumni Association and previously 
served on the Board of Trustees (1999-
2005). For more than 30 years, she was 
a secondary school teacher of English in 
Catasauqua, Pa. 

Angela Dowd-Burton is the manager 
of local government relations for Rohm 
and Haas. She is responsible for develop-
ing and managing corporate relationships 
in Philadelphia to complement related 
work at the federal and state level in 
the U.S. and around the world. Angela’s 
primary client base includes the Mayor’s 
Office, City Council and related functions 
of the City Government as well as the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Wan Hua “Warren” Kuo since 1969 
has been president of Pearl of the East, 
Inc., a privately owned import/export 
trading company and furniture retailer 
with locations in Center City Philadelphia 
and the Main Line. He is principal of The 
Kuo Group, a real estate holding company 
in Delaware County and the Main Line. In 
addition, Warren and his wife, Margaret, 
own four restaurants.

Maureen Monaghan Matheson ’68 
is an attorney with the firm of Reinman 

Cabrini Board elects officers,

welcomes 7 new members
Matheson Vaughan 
Durham & Sack, P.A., 
in Melbourne, Fla. 
Concentrating in appel-
late practice, Maureen 
handles appeals and 
litigation support to the 
legal community in a 
broad array of business, 
local government, land 
use, tort, and family 
law issues.

Sister Diane 
Olmstead, MSC, pre-
viously served on the 
Board of Trustees. Her 

ministries have included nursing, admin-
istration, family casework, youth ministry, 
vocation ministry, and youth and par-
ish ministry. She is pastoral associate of 
Saint Teresa Church in lower Manhattan, 
trustee for Cabrini Center for Nursing and 
Rehabilitation in New York and Mother 
Cabrini High School in New York, and 
serves on the Provincial Council of the 
Stella Maris Province. 

Vince Powers is a founding partner 
of Devine & Powers Communications 
Group, LLC, a Philadelphia public rela-
tions firm that represents clients includ-
ing Firstrust Bank, Philadelphia Media 
Holdings (owner of The Philadelphia 
Inquirer and Daily News), and Sunoco. He 
has more than 15 years experience as a 
public relations consultant with firms in 
Washington, D.C., and Philadelphia. 

John D. Schanz is executive vice 
president of national engineering 
and technical operations at Comcast 
Cable Communications. John oversees 
Comcast’s engineering and network oper-
ations for the company’s industry- lead-
ing cable video, high-speed Internet and 
voice services. Prior to joining Comcast, 
John served as executive vice president of 
network and data center operations for 
America Online (AOL). 

Theresa A. Cavanaugh ’74 addresses 
10,000 Hearts Gala at Ellis Island. 
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Cabrini
NEWS

Shannon Santangelo ’08 has received the Richard C. Scott 2007 
Sigma Beta Delta Fellowship from the international business honor 
society. Santangelo, who has a double major in finance and math-
ematics and a minor in accounting, was chosen from among thou-
sands of Sigma Beta Delta members throughout the country. 

“It is a special opportunity for me to be the first student from 
Cabrini to receive this award,” said Santangelo. “I am honored 
and grateful to have earned this fellowship.” 

Through the fellowship, Santangelo is participating in a finan-
cial internship in London during the fall 2007 semester, while 
taking classes at the City University of London. 

Over the summer, Santangelo interned at Wilmington 
Financial and JP Morgan. She carries an overall grade point 
average of 3.89 and serves in several leadership positions at 
Cabrini, including resident assistant, student ambassador, presi-
dent of Cabrini World Ambassadors, and treasurer of Phi Beta 
Delta International Studies Honor Society. She is a member of 
the Pennsylvania Institute of CPAs, and Cabrini’s Accounting 
Association, Finance and Math Clubs.  

“Shannon’s biggest strength is her aspiration to pursue a 
career in the finance field and the steps that she has already 

Santangelo First Cabrini Student 

To Earn Fellowship from National 

Business Honor Society 

taken to be successful,” said Mary Harris, Ph.D., associate profes-
sor of business administration at Cabrini. 

Santangelo will attend The Washington Center for 
Internships and Academic Seminars in 2008, where she will 
specialize in quantitative analysis and global warming. She 
completed study abroad courses in Mexico in 2006 and in 
Italy in 2007. 

Shannon Santangelo ’09 (left) with her housemate Alyssa in front of the Tower
Bridge in London.

On Sept. 12, the Center for Graduate 
and Professional Studies donated 16 
computers to the Penn Treaty Middle 
School in Philadelphia. Penn Treaty 
is a participant in GPS’ Off-Campus 
Graduation Education program. 
  “Given the challenges that many 
inner city schools face with technol-
ogy,” said Michael Markowitz, Ph.D., 
dean of Graduate Studies, “we saw 
this as an opportunity to help this 
school through increasing their techno-
logical resources.” 

GPS Builds Strong 

Relationship with City 

Middle School

Just before Halloween, the Tree Tenders of the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society conducted a “Spooky 
Trees” walking tour of Cabrini’s campus, highlighting its most sinister trees. The event concluded at 
twilight—on a night of the full moon—with refreshments in Grace Hall.

Spooky Trees on Cabrini’s Campus
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Cabrini Communication Student Interns at 

Washington Post and Philadelphia Inquirer, 

Earns Philly Ad Club Scholarship

English and communications student 
Amanda Finnegan ’08 is spending the 
fall 2007 semester as an online reporter 
and developing multimedia for The 
Philadelphia Inquirer and philly.com as 
part of an internship with the area’s 
largest newspaper. This follows on the 
heels of Finnegan’s summer intern-
ship at the Washington Post, one of 
America’s most respected newspapers. 

During the summer internship, 
Finnegan, who has a concentration 
in journalism, developed multimedia 
content for the site FairfaxExtra.com, 
contributing interviews, writing, edit-
ing, photography, and photo editing, 
while completing the summer program, 
“Institute on Political Journalism,” at 
Georgetown University. 

Finnegan credits her work with the 
Loquitur, Cabrini’s student laboratory 
newspaper, as providing the experience 

and journalistic background necessary 
to succeed in her internships. 

“Without my work on the Loquitur or 
the communication department conver-
gence site, my internship at the Post never 
would have happened,” said Finnegan. 
“Drs. Jerry Zurek and Cathy Yungmann 
pushed the staff to become well-rounded 
journalists and to learn all the techni-
cal areas like video, audio, writing and 
design. Being editor in chief prepared me 
to write in both a news and editorial fash-
ion, manage projects, and problem-solve.”

Finnegan also was awarded one of 
only two $2,500 scholarships from the 
Philadelphia Advertising Club (PAC) at 
the organization’s Fall TV preview lun-
cheon in Philadelphia. The scholarship 
is based on merit and communication 
skills, with the PAC Foundation Awards 
Selection Committee personally inter-
viewing and reviewing all finalists. 

Cabrini Student 
Newspaper Named
Best in Country 

The Loquitur, Cabrini College’s weekly stu-
dent laboratory newspaper, was one of 18 
four-year college and university newspa-
pers to win the Associated Collegiate Press 
Pacemaker Award as best non-daily college 
and university newspaper in the country. 
 Staff of the Washington Post judged 
student newspapers on coverage, content, 
quality of writing, reporting, leadership on the 
opinion page, evidence of in-depth reporting, 
design, photography, arts and graphics. 
 The award was presented at the National 
College Media Convention Oct. 27 2007, 
in Washington, D.C. Juniors Jillian Smith and 
Megan Pellegrino, assistant editors of the 
2006-07 staff, accepted the award on behalf 
of Cabrini College and 2006-07 Editor in Chief 
Amanda Finnegan ’08.
 The Associated Collegiate Press is the oldest 
and largest organization for college students 
in media. The Pacemaker Award is the highest 
honor student publications can receive.
 Other winners included Johns Hopkins 
University, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and University of Pennsylvania. 

Allen Murphy, Chairman of the Student Outreach Committee for the Philadelphia Advertising Club 
(PAC), and Amanda Finnegan ’08 at the PAC’s Annual Fall TV Preview event.
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Several images Brenna Bangs ’08 never 
will forget from her educational outreach 
trip to Africa: People without limbs lining 
the streets, babies sleeping on the ground, 
and villages blanketed by poverty. 

But what she will remember most 
are the smiling faces of the children she 
worked with. “No matter where you 
are,” Bangs said, “whether it’s America 
or Africa, you can communicate with 
children. Children have a universal way 
of communicating, and the children in 
the village schools would be so happy for 
something so simple, and would blow 
kisses and say ‘I love you’ if I gave them 
a pen or talked with them.” 

An elementary education major, 
Bangs spent nine weeks, from June 
3 through Aug. 3, in Ethiopia work-
ing with Catholic Relief Services and 
Nike Foundation on the Empowering 
Adolescent Girls Project. Bangs stayed 
with host parents in Addis Ababa, where 
CRS has a headquarters, and worked 
with girls aged 11-19 in the country’s 
northern Tigray region and southern 
Oromia region. Bangs interviewed the 
girls to determine what factors con-
tributed to the successes and struggles 

of African girls in school. She found 
that the girls in the Northern region of 
Ethiopia, near the city, were more willing 
to express themselves than those in the 
Southern region. 

“In the city, we communicated eas-
ily enough with English,” said Bangs, 
who aims to land an elementary school 
teaching position after graduation. “In 
the villages, we had a translator for 
Amharic, the villagers’ native language. 
When you’re in the villages, that’s when 
you realize you’re in Africa. Their lives 
are so disconnected from things we’re 
used to.” 

During her stay, Bangs experienced 
the urban Ethiopian lifestyle, which 
included breakfasts of bread and man-
goes and lunch and dinners of injerra, 
a fermented bread served with stews. 
Strong coffee was served throughout the 
day, and Coca-Cola gave Bangs a daily 
taste of America.

Fate—and a 17-hour flight—landed 
Bangs in Ethiopia. When she applied 
for the CRS international internship, she 
didn’t know where she was headed. She 
could have been placed in any of the 99 
countries around the world with whom 

CRS partners. But after seeing Bangs’ 
educational passion, it was an easy fit for 
both her and CRS.

“The Ethiopia internship was the 
perfect opportunity for me to travel to 
Africa and to work on something I was 
passionate about,” said Bangs. 

This was not Bangs’ first service trip, 
and it doesn’t look like it will be the 
last. In 2006, she traveled to Ecuador, 
and she said that she wants to visit Asia 
or other African countries. 

“It’s important to visit other coun-
tries,” Bangs said, “and really experience 
their cultures. It gives you a different 
perspective on your life, and it gives you 
first-hand experience on how other cul-
tures live. It opens your mind and heart, 
and it’s something that can’t be captured 
on television or in a magazine.” 

In April 2005 Cabrini College became 
the first college to sign on with Catholic 
Relief Services (CRS) in its new global 
efforts. Through the partnership, Cabrini 
has an opportunity to expose its students to 
the work of the Catholic Church around the 
world and to provide resources and oppor-
tunities that challenge its students and glo-
balize its education programming. 

6    www.cabrini.edu

In a nine-week educational outreach trip, Brenna Bangs ’08 worked with Catholic Relief Services and the Nike Foundation in Ethiopia.

Cabrini
NEWS

Cabrini Senior Opens Hearts, Minds in Rural Africa 
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Shirley Dixon, educa-
tion instructor, received 
a B.S. in education and 
an M.Ed. from Cabrini 
College, a principal 
certificate in elemen-
tary education from 
George Washington 

University, and is a doctoral candidate in 
the Higher Education Leadership Program 
at Widener University. 

Since 1995, Dixon has been an adjunct 
faculty member at Cabrini and since 1996, 
has been the College’s diversity specialist.

John W. Cordes, 

Ph.D., assistant profes-
sor of communica-
tion, earned a B.A. in 
communication arts 
and American studies 
from the University of 
Notre Dame, an M.S. 
in radio/television/film from Syracuse 
University, and a Ph.D. in mass communi-
cations from the University of Maryland.

His research includes communication 
theory and the role of time and temporal-

ity in communications 
and society. 

Janice Hua Xu, 

Ph.D., assistant profes-
sor of communication, 
earned a B.A. from 
Sichuan University, 
an M.L. from Peking 
University and a 

Ph.D. from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. She is a member 
of the International Communication 
Association and the National 
Communication Association.

Visiting Faculty

Joseph Clark, assistant professor of educa-
tion, brings 10 years of experience as a public 
school teacher and 25 years as an elementary 
school principal. He also served as Cabrini’s 

interim director of stu-
dent teaching. 

Clark earned a 
B.A. from Alderson 
Broaddus College, 
and an M.Ed. with 
School Administration 
Certificate and a 

Certificate of Advance Graduate Study 
from Temple University.

Susan Dendinger, Ph.D., assistant profes-
sor of biology, earned 
a B.A. from College of 
St. Mary of the Springs 
(now Ohio Dominican 
College), and an M.S. 
and Ph.D. in bacteriol-
ogy from the University 
of Wisconsin. 

Dendinger was an adjunct instructor at 
Cabrini in 2000-02 and has been teaching 
biological science labs since 2005. 

Bryony R. V. Kay, Ph.D., assistant profes-
sor of psychology, earned a B.A. in social 

psychology from the 
University of Kent 
at Canterbury, UK; 
a postgraduate cer-
tificate in education, 
with concentrations in 
psychology and media 
studies, from London 

University; an M.Ed. in counseling psy-
chology; and a Ph.D. in school psychology 
from Temple University. 

Kay is a nationally certified secondary/
higher education teacher in the UK, 
and is certified as a school counselor 
and school psychologist in the state of 
Pennsylvania.

Eileen A. Raffaele, 
assistant professor 
of business, earned 
a B.S. in business 
administration mar-
keting from West 
Chester University, 
an M.B.A. in administration manage-

ment from St. Joseph’s University, and is 
a Ph.D. candidate at Capella University.

Ann Randolph, 

Ph.D., assistant pro-
fessor of chemistry 
earned a B.A. in biol-
ogy from Adelphi 
University, an M.A. 
in vertebrate physiol-
ogy from St. John’s 
University, and a Ph.D. in biochemistry 
from Bryn Mawr College. 

She previously directed student 
research on topics in protein chemistry 
and supervised internships in hospitals, 
medical research laboratories and 
industry.

Kristin Smith-Nicely, assistant profes-
sor of social work, earned a B.S.W. and 

M.S.W. from Temple 
University.

She was coordina-
tor/education director 
for the Poor People’s 
Economic Human 
Rights Campaign and 
a Program Coordinator 

and Prevention Manager for the Youth 
Health Empowerment Program.

Steve Vallette, assistant professor of 
mathematics, earned a 
B.S. from Philadelphia 
Biblical University in 
1985, an M.Ed. from 
Arcadia University and 
an M.A. from Villanova 
University in 2005. 
He is a member of the 
Mathematical Association of Mathematics 
and the Consortium for Mathematics and its 
Applications. 

Cabrini Appoints New Faculty for 2007-08 Academic Year
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For more information about Cabrini 

faculty and their accomplishments: 

www.cabrini.edu/faculty.
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Cabrini College’s extraordinary suc-
cess in athletics over the years has 
caused more than a few opponents to be 
intimidated when they look up and see 
a player in a Cavalier uniform staring 
them down. 

But never has that Cabrini player 
been a young Ugandan orphan, playing 
on the dusty, barren fields of Central 
East Africa. 

Until now. 
Thanks to the generosity of the 

Cabrini College women’s soccer team 
and some caring Main Line community 
members, two sets of retired Cabrini 
uniforms have made their way to the 
Trinity Children’s Center, a school and 
orphanage in Kampala, Uganda. 

This is one of those stories where 
the ripple of one good deed led 
to another. It began when Cabrini 
women’s soccer coach Ken Prothero, 
an elementary school teacher in the 
Tredyffrin-Easttown School District, was 
approached by Katie Markle, one of his 
former students, to donate used soccer 
equipment. Markle was a member of 
Conestoga High School’s Kids in Crisis 
Club and they were running the equip-
ment drive in conjunction with volun-
teers from ECHOES Around the World, 
a Devon based non-profit agency dedi-
cated to helping Ugandan children. 

Prothero sorted through his equip-
ment closet and came up with two sets 
of old uniforms still worthy of some 
wear. Those uniforms were packed 
in suitcases and hand delivered to 
the Trinity Center by volunteers from 
ECHOES. 

For Prothero and the women’s soccer 
team, donating old uniforms may have 
seemed like a small gesture, but it was 
one that has made a big difference in 

A World Away – 
Uganda Story
By Bobbi Morgan

Ugandan students proudly wear Cavalier soccer uniforms donated by Cabrini Athletics.  

the lives of children halfway around 
the world. 

“My jaw dropped when I saw that 
picture of those kids in our Cabrini 
uniforms,’’ said Prothero. “Just to know 
that they were being worn and used by 
kids in need instead of ending up in a 
dumpster somewhere.”

More Cabrini uniforms and more 
good will are now on their way to 
Uganda. In early September, Devon’s 
Nereida Gordon, founder and chair of 
ECHOES Around the World, visited 
the Cabrini campus and addressed 
student-athletes at the athletic depart-
ment’s annual Welcome Back Barbecue. 
She expressed her thanks to the wom-
en’s soccer team and encouraged the 
student-athletes to reach out to others 
throughout their lives. 

“This is about making connections,” 
said Gordon, who is taking more sets 
of “retired’’ Cavalier uniforms and a 
donation from Cabrini Athletics back to 
Uganda. “Our initial connection of get-
ting those uniforms brought such great 

joy to those children. What a thrill it is 
for them to have uniforms and feel like 
a real team. Things can start in a small 
way,’’ Gordon added. 

The Trinity Children’s Center was 
founded in 1986 by David Serunjogi. 
He and his wife now operate two 
Ugandan schools with more than 1,800 
students. Nearly 400 of those children 
have lost their parents to AIDS and are 
now orphans under his care. Funding 
is scarce and the school relies on dona-
tions from churches and foundations 
such as ECHOES Around the World 
for support. Because of high crime in 
Uganda, donations can’t be mailed. 
Instead supplies need to be hand deliv-
ered, just as those Cabrini soccer uni-
forms were by Gordon. 

Said a grateful Gordon, “By doing 
this, you have given them hope that 
they have not been forgotten. We can’t 
thank you enough.’’

For more information about ECHOES 
and the Trinity Children’s Center: 
www.echoesfoundation.org. 

Cabrini
NEWS
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Cabrini Kite Fest at the Shore
During Labor Day weekend, hundreds of white Cabrini kites 
danced and dotted the blue skies above the Wildwood beaches. 
Five hundred free kites and informational materials about 
Cabrini and the College’s 50th Anniversary Celebration were 
distributed in less than two hours. 

NBC10 Airs Cabrini ‘Spots’
From October 2007 through June 2008, NBC10 is airing three 
30-second vignettes on different aspects of the student expe-
rience at Cabrini. The vignettes, which feature students and 
faculty members Drs. Darryl Mace, Melissa Terlecki and Jeffrey 

Gingerich, focus on Campus Access and Student Life, Academics 
and Community Outreach.

NBC10 Holiday Greeting
Check NBC10 during the Christmas season to see President 
Iadarola offer holiday greetings and best wishes on behalf of the 
Cabrini College community. 

50th Anniversary Video
The digital media firm Haley Productions produced a nine-
minute commemorative video on the 50th Anniversary 
Celebration, which premiered at the Ellis Island Gala on Oct. 
27. The video showcased Cabrini’s timeline from a small 
women’s college with 43 women to the burgeoning, co-
educational residential college of more than 3,100 students 
in undergraduate and graduate studies. The video included 
interviews with three of the original Cabrini students, con-
temporary students, President Iadarola and faculty members; 
and reflected on the College’s sponsors, the Missionary Sisters 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

 To view the video, visit www.cabrini.edu.  

Cabrini Night @ the Phillies
The College’s 50th Anniversary Celebration officially kicked 
off when President Iadarola threw out the first pitch before the 
Phillies battled the San Diego Padres on Aug. 31. More than 1,100 
students, alumni, faculty, staff and friends of the College filled the 
right-field seats, the Cabrini Chorale sung the National Anthem, 
and the Cabrini Dance Team performed on top of the dugouts 
with the Phillie Phanatic during the seventh-inning stretch. 
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On Oct. 27, Ellis Island was the site of a spectacular gala to celebrate the completion of the 10,000 Hearts 
Comprehensive Campaign, which brought in nearly $20 million against against the $16.5 million goal.
 Nearly 600 donors and their guests included representatives of every four-year graduating class 
(1961-2007), and the gala marked the largest ever alumni attendance for a Cabrini College event. 
As guests renewed old acquaintances and made new friends, they were celebrating Cabrini’s past 
and marveling at the bright tomorrow in the College’s future. 

1. Margaret Hamilton Duprey ’73, chair of the 10,000 Hearts Comprehensive Campaign 
2. Rebecca E. Freedman and Michael Owens 3. L-R: Mary Sica Lewis ’68, Board 
Member Maureen Monaghan Matheson ’68, President Antoinette Iadarola, Margaret 
Moore DeStefano ’68 and Geraldine McGettigan Woods ’68 4. Stephen Highsmith CE’88 
and wife Jayne 5. L-R: Board Member Edward A. Kennedy, Marjorie Kennedy, Board 
Member John D. Schanz, Elizabeth Schanz, Tara Palmisano ’94, Joan Holloway, Board 
Member Caswell Holloway III and Board Member Linda LeBoutillier 6. Guests view the 
interior exhibit showing items used by immigrants to America 7. Guests line up for the 
ferry departing from Liberty State Park 8. L-R (seated): Nancy Bell, Monica Convery 
Reischmann ’69, Judy Luglio Davenport ’69, Alumni Association Board President Claire 
Roth ’69, Mary Kathyrn Stanbach Burke ’69. Standing: Board Member Elizabeth Riley 
Bell ’69, Sheila Ross Breen ’69, Carolyn Downing Morgan ’69, Claire T. McEntyre ’69, 
Jacque Tague Murray ’69, Joanne Kovacs Balshi ’69 9. L-R: Aditi Roy, NBC10 anchor 
and Gala emcee, President Iadarola, Sister Catherine Garry, MSC ’64 of the Stella Maris 
Province, and Sister Arlene Van Dusen, MSC ’76, Provincial Councilor 10. Edward 
Goebig and Alberta McCulla ADP’94 11. Cheryl D. Boyce and Captain Robert W. 
Boyce 12. L-R: Marilyn Vagell, President Iadarola and Craig W. Vagell ’05

 50th Anniversary
Ellis Island
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Fall Fest
2007

3 4

Fall Fest, Cabrini College’s annual family and homecoming weekend, was held Sept. 27-30, and attracted members of the Cabrini 
College community including alumni, parents, students, faculty and friends. Events included the President’s Convocation, Honors 
Convocation, dedication of the restored estate garden, Sock Hop, Kite Festival and Soccer Clinic. 

Thursday, Sept. 27 • 1. Donte Lewis ’11 prepares to get his white collar signed by Alfred Lubrano, author of “Limbo: Blue-Collar Roots, White Collar 
Dreams” and keynote speaker at the President’s Convocation. 2. John DiSanto ’11 (right), student essay winner, joins Lubrano and President Antoinette 
Iadarola. • Saturday, Sept. 29 • 3. Maria Elena Hallion, Ph.D., presents the Academic Honesty Award to Brian Scelzo ’08 at the Honors Convocation. 
4. Guests attend the dedication of the restored estate garden. 5. The Greater Kensington String Band performs on the Commons. 6. “Elvis” entertains 
youngsters at the Sock Hop. 7. Michael Pio ’08 and Kaycee Comyn ’11 dance at the Hop. 8. L-R: Chrissy Haurin ’08, Ashley Correll ’09, George Post ’08, 
Annette Donato ’08, Kristen Traina ’08 take a break from dancing at the Sock Hop. 9. Katie Boss ’10 enjoys 50s music at the Hop. 10. Tony Cardamone 
tours the classic cars on display. • Sunday, Sept. 30 • 11. Youngsters try to catch some wind at the Kite Festival. 12. Members of Cabrini’s soccer 
teams conduct a clinic for youngsters.   

1 2
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 In 2002, Johnston pitched 
a school-record 50 consecutive 
scoreless innings, which ranks 
sixth on the All-Time NCAA 
Division III list.

 
Tom Lemieux ’02 
(Lacrosse)
Tom Lemieux ended his four-
year career at Cabrini as the 
all-time leading scorer, tallying 
99 goals, including a career-best 
33 as a senior, and ending with 
228 career points. As a two-year 
team captain, Lemieux helped 
lead the Cavaliers to PAC crowns 
in both 2001 and 2002, begin-
ning a streak of seven straight 
league titles, and the program’s 
first-ever NCAA Tournament 
appearance in 2002.

 Lemieux currently is a special educa-
tion teacher at Ridley High School and 
coaches under former Cabrini assistant 
coach Mike Friel at Springfield High 
School in Delaware County.

14    www.cabrini.edu

Cabrini Inducts Six Members in Athletic Hall of Fame

On Sept. 28, four outstand-
ing graduates and a gener-
ous supporter and her late 
husband became members 
of the Cabrini College Hall 
of Fame. Last year the 
College inducted nine char-
ter members.   

Rosanne Carfagno 
Corcoran ’93 (Softball)
Rosanne Carfagno 
Corcoran, who transferred 
to Cabrini as a junior, 
was a two-time All-PAC 
honoree and earned team 
MVP honors both seasons 
while playing the shortstop 
position. The former high 
school third baseman led 
the squad in every offensive 
category for two years and as a senior, 
took the Cavaliers to the finals of the 
PAC Championships in the league’s first 
year sponsoring the sport.

 “It was one of the best times of my 
life,” Corcoran recalls. “It didn’t matter 
how crazy it got because I loved every 
second of it. I had always wanted to play 
softball in college so this was the chance 
of a lifetime for me.”

Jessi Valerio Gougler ’99 
(Field Hockey/Lacrosse)
Jessi Valerio Gougler, still the top career-
scoring leader in field hockey, ended her 
lacrosse career ranked second for all-time 
scoring with 146 goals and three All-PAC 
selections. Gougler helped the team to the 
title game of the conference championship 
in just the team’s second year of existence, 
before leading the Cavaliers to back-to-
back titles in 1998 and 1999.

 After graduating with a bachelor’s 
degree in education, Gougler passed along 

Cabrini
ATHLETICS

Athletic Hall of Fame members (from left) Rosanne Carfagno Corcoran ’93, Edith 
Robb Dixon, Tom Lemieux ’02, Megan Johnston ’02, and Jessi Valerio Gougler ’99

the lessons she learned at Cabrini to others 
as she coached both field hockey and bas-
ketball while teaching elementary school. 

Megan Johnston ’02 (Softball)
The four-time All-PAC honoree 
was a member of five consecutive 
conference championship squads, 
three as a player and two as an 
assistant coach, and was an All-
Regional Team pick three times.

As a junior, Johnston was 
named to the All-American First 
Team after leading the Cavaliers 
to a 42-5 mark and finishing 
third in the country with an ERA 
of 0.40. One year earlier, she 
helped Cabrini to its first-ever 
NCAA Regional Tournament 
appearance as the Cavaliers cap-
tured the program’s first confer-
ence championship and received 
an automatic berth in the national 
championship.
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F. Eugene and Edith Robb Dixon
Throughout the years, Trustee Emerita 
Edith R. Dixon and her late husband F. 
Eugene (Fitz) Dixon Jr. have ensured the 
future of Cabrini College students by giv-
ing generously of their time, energy and 
treasure.

In fall 2006, through the leadership 
and generosity of the Dixons, Cabrini 
College transformed the Edith Robb 
Dixon Field into a state-of-the-art arti-
ficial turf field. The Dixons’ challenge 
grant inspired more than 300 donors to 
make gifts to the all-weather mini-stadi-
um, which now features seating for 700, 
lighting for night games and an enclosed 
press box.

Mrs. Dixon and her late husband 
enhanced Cabrini students’ on-campus 
experiences through contributions for 
the George D. Widener Center, the 
Dixon House, the Dixon Center and the 
College’s tennis facilities. 

Members of the women’s track and field 
team and their families attend the Hall 
of Fame dinner and induction ceremony. 
From left are Lauren Deas ’10, Pearl Taylor  ,
Christiana Tayor ’11, Leslie Williams ’10, 
and Greg Brown.
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Under first-year head coach Greg Herenda, 
the Cavalier men’s basketball team will 
look to improve on last season’s mark. 
Herenda, a seasoned veteran at the col-
legiate level, brings more than 20 years of 
coaching experience to Cabrini after serv-
ing on the staffs at five different Division 
I schools, including East Carolina, Holy 
Cross, Seton Hall and Yale. 

The Cavaliers will look for seniors Greg 

Clifton, Bruce MacLelland and two-time 
All-PAC honoree Randy Reid to help them 
return to the top of the Pennsylvania 
Athletic Conference (PAC). Reid averaged 
17 points and 8.8 rebounds and shot 
an impressive 55 percent from the field.  
Clifton also averaged double-figures, 
putting up 11.8 per contest, and ranked 
second on the team with 46 assists. The 
Cavaliers opened the season Nov. 17 at 
Waynesburg College.

Head coach Bobbi Morgan’s women’s 
basketball team returns five starters from 
a squad that posted a 19-9 mark and 
advanced to the PAC championship game. 
The Cavaliers made their first non-confer-
ence post-season appearance since 1999 
after accepting an invitation to the ECAC 
South Tournament and ended the season 
as the nation’s 12th most improved NCAA 
Division III women’s basketball team. The 
Cavs were ranked 12th in the country in 
scoring defense, allowing opponents an 
average of just 51.6 points per game.

Among the top returnees for the 
Cavaliers are juniors Kate Ryan and Kayleen 

Smith. Ryan, an All-PAC pick in both field 
hockey and basketball, averaged 9.3 points 
per contest while Smith grabbed a team-best 
6.9 rebounds per outing. Cabrini’s season 
will include a trip to St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin 
Islands, for the Sunsational Hoops Classic 
in late December, and a game at Madison 
Square Garden.

The women’s indoor track and field 
team is hoping to top last year’s second 
place finish, it’s best-ever, at the ECAC 
Division III Indoor Championships. 
Sophomore Lauren Deas, a five-time All-
American, placed sixth at last season’s 

Winter Sports 

Preview

indoor national championships, and will 
again team with fellow All-Americans, 
freshman Christiana Taylor, who com-
peted at the USA Junior Track and Field 
Championships over the summer, and 
sophomores Leslie Williams and Nailah 

Smith, for the Cavaliers relays. Last sea-
son, the foursome combined to set 13 
new school records, as Taylor led the 
charge with seven of her own, during the 
indoor and outdoor seasons. Head coach 
James Williams, in his fifth year with the 
women’s team, also will lead the Cabrini 
men’s track team this year.  

The women’s swimming team clinched 
its first winning season in the pro-
gram’s history with a 154-44 lopsided 
victory over Ocean County College 
last December. Since its inception, the 
Cavaliers have almost doubled their 
win total each year, winning one meet 
in 2004, two in 2005 and four in 2006 
before posting a 7-2 mark this past sea-
son. They set 11 new school records 
last year and will be led by sophomore 
Andrea Carabello, a two-time Cabrini 
Classic Champion and five-time school 
record-holder.      

When Charlie Grugan ’07 left the blocks 
in the 200-meter freestyle last fall, the 
new Cabrini men’s swimming program 
was launched. The four-man junior var-
sity squad competed in seven meets and 
recorded the program’s first win in just 
the third event of the season. This year 
head coach Mike Kenicky and return-
ing junior Chris Alig will welcome seven 
freshmen to the team for their first season 
as a varsity sport. The swim teams will 
host four competitions this season. 

Greg Clifton ’08
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IT’S A CLEAR DAY IN LATE JANUARY, COLD, BUT NOT TOO COLD. SECOND-SEMESTER CLASSES ARE UNDERWAY 
on the Cabrini campus and, as it turns out, off it as well. In fact, on this particular Monday 
afternoon 15 intrepid Cabrini students are being marched by an armed guard through a series 
of heavy locked doors down a corridor in a building that gives whole new meaning to the term 

“learning environment.” As they pass through one door it clangs shut and is bolted behind them before 
the next one is opened, and so on down the corridor until they reach a stark cinderblock room with 
about 30 chairs. Waiting for them in the classroom is a group of men ranging in age from their late 
teens to their 40s, all wearing jumpsuits. The men are inmates at the Montgomery County Correctional 
Facility outside Norristown, Pa. For the next four months, they will be the Cabrini students’ classmates, 
and this room, deep in the bowels of the institution, will be their classroom.

  GETTING ENGAGED
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 “I was really nervous,” says senior 
graphic design major Sarah Norfolk, 
one of the Cabrini students in the class, 
and who wouldn’t be? First-day jitters 
are pretty much the norm for everyone 
in Seminar 300-Crime and Justice, co-
taught last spring by sociology professor 
Jeff Gingerich and then-campus minister 
Laura Gorgol. The course is part of a 
larger national project called the Inside-
Out Prison Exchange Program, which 
was founded by Lori Pompa, a faculty 
member at Temple University. Over 

the next 15 weeks or so, the “outside 
students,” as the Cabrini students call 
themselves, will get to know the “inside 
students” as people, not simply as con-
victs, and everyone will come away with 
a much richer understanding of crime, 
prisons, the justice system, and the rela-
tionships among them. 
 The course is just one example of 
“engaged learning” at Cabrini—learning 
that energizes the classroom and moves 
beyond it to involve students in an array 
of activities grounded in real-world situ-

ations. “Engaged learning helps students 
synthesize course-based knowledge and 
apply it to unscripted situations and 
environments,” says Dean for Academic 
Affairs Charlie McCormick, Ph.D. “Now 
and in the future, it helps them use 
complex critical-thinking strategies and 
problem-solving skills as they apply what 
they learn in class to their lives outside 
the college classroom.” 
 In broadening opportunities for this 
kind of educational engagement, Cabrini 
is part of a national movement. Oppor-
tunities for internships, study abroad, 
undergraduate research, and commu-
nity service are growing on the nation’s 
campuses in response to both student 
interest and educators’ awareness of 
their value. A new college rating sys-
tem has even been created as a student 
engagement-based alternative to the U.S. 
News & World Report ranking, which 
uses criteria like freshman SAT scores 
and fi nancial resources to rate schools, 
but looks less at the actual experiences 
of students while they’re in college. The 
National Survey of Student Engagement, 
or NSSE, look  at factors such as commu-
nication with professors, involvement in 
projects in and out of class, interaction 
with people from different backgrounds, 
and participation in off-campus pro-
grams. More than 500 colleges, including 
Cabrini, participate in the NSSE ratings.

BUILDING ON A LEGACY 
OF ENGAGEMENT
Engaged or “experiential” learning is a 
concept that has been very much a part 
of Cabrini from the start. Linking theory 
to practice is a central part of the Col-
lege’s mission, which also values “learn-
ing by doing” and “close interaction 
among faculty, staff, and students.” The 
College is a national leader in promoting 
community service and in integrating 
service with what students are doing in 
the classroom. “It’s part of our Cabrinian 
heritage,” says McCormick. “The Mis-
sionary Sisters believed in putting values 
into action—for the College, this means 
that students must get involved and take 
responsibility.”
 What is new, says McCormick, is 
that in recent years the College has 
become more intentional about provid-
ing students with opportunities to learn 

The marriage of ideas and action 

is at the heart of broad-based 

initiative to engage students in a 

diverse range of learning experiences 

outside the classroom that add new 

dimensions to their education.

By Richard Bader

Left to right: Jenna Dowd 
’08, Erin Miesegaes ’08, 
Laura Jump ’09, Sarah 
Norfolk ’08 and Deborah 
Williams ’08 outside 
their “inside” classroom at 
the Montgomery County 
Correctional Facility.
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through experience, and has become 
more comprehensive in the range of 
experiential learning activities avail-
able. The idea, he says, is “to articulate 
the multiple pathways through which 
students can achieve certain learning 
outcomes and to offer a variety of op-
portunities for engagement.” In this way, 
he adds, students will graduate having 
achieved qualities Cabrini has articulated 
as being essential to a liberal education, 
such as critical thinking and aesthetic 
appreciation, understanding of self and 
others, developing personal values and 
commitments, showing responsibil-
ity in social interaction, and building 
expertise that creates a foundation for 
future growth. Opportunities for student 
engagement include: 

SERVICE LEARNING – • Service learning 
links academic courses to communi-
ty service, building bridges between 
the two to give students greater 
insight into the complexities of and 
possible solutions to social prob-
lems. Cabrini was one of the fi rst 
U.S. colleges to introduce service 
learning, and was the fi rst in Penn-
sylvania to make it a requirement. 
A variety of courses meet this goal, 
including Seminar 300, required of 
all juniors, which blends exploration 
of such topics as tolerance, freedom, 
and equality with hands-on work for 
the common good. Beginning in fall 
2008, the College will expand on the 
concept with a new developmental 
series of core courses that extend 
service learning throughout all four 
years of a student’s education (see 
related story).

EXTERNSHIPS, INTERNSHIPS, AND • 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING – These 
experiences give students in-depth 
exposure to real-world workplace 
settings. With externships, students 
shadow alumni in their work envi-
ronments to learn about a particular 
career fi eld and see how successful 
professionals handle themselves on 
the job. Internships put students to 
work in professional environments—
hospitals, TV stations, banks, high-
tech fi rms, government agencies, and 
so on—related to their major. Co-ops 
immerse students even further—they 

are hired by fi rms and blend theory 
with practice by working, for credit 
and usually for pay as well, in part-
time or full-time positions. All three 
reinforce course-based learning, and 
are invaluable for shaping students’ 
careers, helping them fi gure out what 
they like, what they don’t, and often 
forging connections that lead to fi rst 
jobs after graduation.

STUDY ABROAD –•  Study abroad is one 
of the fastest-growing programs at 

Cabrini. Close to 75 students take 
part in short-term or semester-long 
programs each year, up from only a 
handful at the start of the decade. 
Cabrini sponsors programs in Eu-
rope and Australia, and cooperative 
arrangements with other colleges 
open up many other opportuni-
ties, making it possible for students 
to go just about anywhere in the 
world. They’ve studied Renaissance 
art in the Roman Forum, worked at 
orphanages in Mexico, and explored 

Brian Scelzo ’08 (top) and Kevin Burke (bottom) connect with children during their spring break 
service trip to Ecuador in 2007.
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global fi nance in London (see page 4). 
Experiences like these build students’ 
independence, boost their self-
esteem, and help them gain a better 
understanding of both themselves 
and the world around them.

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH –•  
Few experiences are more effective 
at helping students truly grasp a 
particular fi eld of knowledge than 
undergraduate research. Research 
immerses students in the problem-
solving process, forcing them to ask 
the right questions, develop possible 
solutions, put those solutions into 
practice, and analyze the results. 
Because research can be unpredict-
able and results don’t always pan 
out as anticipated, students become 
intellectually agile, learning to adapt 
and change course when necessary. 
Research also has the very practical 
advantage of enhancing a student’s 

graduate-school or job application. 
And it isn’t just the science majors 
who are doing research at Cabrini—
students in majors across the cur-
riculum are involved in research and 
creative projects (see page 21). 

LEADERSHIP –•  Leadership opportu-
nities for students abound through 
the nearly 50 student clubs and 
organizations at Cabrini. They’re 
called “student” organizations for 
a good reason—students conceive 
them, plan them, and run them, 
and though faculty advisors are 
involved, students generally take the 
lion’s share of responsibility for their 
success. Cabrini’s CORE Leadership 
Program is designed to help stu-
dents involved in these organizations 
build leadership skills. The four-year 
program covers self-awareness, com-
munication skills, decision-making, 
and teamwork, and helps students 

understand the relationship between 
leadership and good citizenship. A 
new program scheduled to start in 
the spring will enable students to 
create an e-portfolio of their leader-
ship experiences, which they can 
share with potential employe s.

ACADEMIC AND CULTURAL CONVOCA-• 

TIONS – Sometimes engaged learn-
ing means engaging students with 
groundbreaking writers, thinkers, 
artists, and visionaries, and that’s 
the idea behind Cabrini’s program 
of Academic and Cultural Convoca-
tions. In the past year students have 
listened to thought-provoking talks 
by environmentalist John Cronin, 
journalist Alfred Lubrano, and Holo-
caust survivor and Nobel Peace Prize 
recipient Elie Wiesel. Poet and civil 
rights activist Nikki Giovanni will 
be on campus early next semester. 
Cabrini hosted the 9/11 Memorial 

N
owhere is the intentionality that Cabrini applies to engaged and 
experiential learning more apparent than in its service-learning 
programs. The College was a national leader in developing ser-

vice learning, which integrates work in the community with academic 
courses, and was the first Pennsylvania college to require it of stu-
dents. The program’s reach is broad. Service learning courses explore 
wealth and poverty, global migration, justice, and the problem of evil. 
Students have tutored middle-school children in North Philadelphia, 
helped immigrants preparing to become citizens, and worked with at-
risk youth in nearby Norristown, Pa. 
 The Norristown project, which is part of the federally funded Youth 
Empowerment Program, illustrates the kind of impact service learning can 
have. Cabrini students and faculty work with youth from Norristown 
High School to help them focus on and prepare for productive lives. 
The project includes tutoring and other kinds of academic support, 
courses on nutrition and health, cultural programs, and career guid-
ance. The high schoolers come to Cabrini every week to take part in 
a variety of activities, and the simple fact of setting foot on a college 
campus gets them thinking about options they might not have con-
sidered. The project’s goal, says David Chiles, Cabrini’s director of 
service learning, is to help the Norristown students make healthy deci-
sions and explore different possibilities in their future. “It’s about how 
they pursue their life goals,” Chiles says. “We want choices in front of 
them. We want them prepared to be successful.”

Learning to 
Make a Difference

 Beginning next fall, service learning will take on an even higher 
profile at Cabrini as a new developmental series of courses linked to 
community service becomes part of the core curriculum. The series 
will culminate in a senior-year capstone project integrated into stu-
dents’ majors. “We want to lead students from acting out of charity 
to acting with justice and with a sense of solidarity for those they’re 
helping,” says Chiles. “It’s less about doing service because it will 
make you a good person, and more about who you are in relation to 
your community and your world.”
  And, he adds, it’s a cornerstone of a Cabrini education.

As part of the Youth Empowerment Program, Nina Williams ’09 (center) 
and other members of Cabrini’s women’s basketball team conduct a basket-
ball clinic at the Police Athletic League in Norristown, Pa.  
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Quilt, commemorating victims of 
the 9/11 attacks, which prompted 
conversations about issues such as 
global confl ict, international ter-
rorism, and the balance between 
freedom and security. Opportuni-
ties like these connect students with 
important issues of the day and with 
the leaders and social advocates who 
are shaping them.

LIVING LEARNING COMMUNITIES –•  
Living Learning Communities bridge 
the classroom and the residential 
campus environment, as small groups 
of students live together and take a 
series of courses organized around a 
central theme. The Voices of Justice 
Learning community, for example, 
explores history, politics, culture, hu-
man rights, and what it means to be a 
responsible citizen. The Academic and 
Career Exploration community helps 

Faculty and first-year students in the Voices of Justice Living and Learning 
Community gather at the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., in fall 2007.  

new students who 
are undecided about 
their major fi gure out 
their strengths and 
explore their options. 
A new community 
on Environmental 
Awareness is slated to 
start in fall 2009. All 
feature close interac-
tion among students 
and faculty, oppor-
tunities for service 
learning, and trips 
and other activities 
related to community 
themes. The Voices 
of Justice community, 
for example, recently 
returned from an “immersion” trip to 
Washington, D.C., where they took 
part in debates, delved into American 
history, and even found themselves at 

one point singing “Amazing Grace” 
to a group of veterans at the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial. The Living Learn-
ing Communities initiative is one 

Prior to delivering the keynote address at Cabrini’s second annual 
President’s Convocation on Sept. 27, Philadelphia Inquirer 
columnist Alfred Lubrano met with first-year students and signed 
copies of his recent book. 
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of several Cabrini projects receiving 
support from a $2 million Title III 
grant from the U.S. Department of 
Education.

TAKING A DISTINCTIVE 
APPROACH
Though colleges across the country are 
integrating more engaged and experiential 
learning into their offerings, McCormick 
points out that in one important way at 
least Cabrini’s approach is distinctive—
it’s one of only a few colleges that embed 
engagement experiences in every student’s 
general education requirements. The 
Crime and Justice course is one of several 
Seminar 300 options, all of which are 
organized around the theme of the Com-
mon Good, and all of which are designed 
to engage students in the world around 
them. The groundwork for SEM 300, 
which students take as juniors, is laid dur-
ing freshman year with SEM 100, which 
focuses on self-understanding, the indi-
vidual’s role in society, culture and identity, 
and such complex questions as “Who am 
I, and why am I here?” 
 “Why am I here?” is probably just the 
question many of the Cabrini students in 
the Crime and Justice course were asking 
themselves as security guards led them to 
their fi rst class in the Montgomery County 
Correctional Facility, and over the semester 
each in his or her own way became better 
able to answer it. By the end of the course, 
the students—outsiders and insiders—had 
produced a 22-page paper that explored 
the complex issue of prisoner reentry into 
the “outside” world. They looked at trou-
blingly high recidivism rates and some of 
the conditions that create them. They pro-
posed possible solutions, which included 
everything from better job training to the 
creation of a networking website to connect 
prisoners to job opportunities and afford-
able housing. And they came away looking 
at the world just a bit differently than they 
had at the start. 
 “Everyone makes mistakes,” says Sarah 
Norfolk, who over the course of the semes-
ter became aware of the line—often a seem-
ingly thin line—that separated her from her 
insider classmates. “And some people end 
up in jail. It opened me up. It broadened 
my perspective. I’m very glad I did it.”
 Baltimore-based writer Richard Bader is a 
regular contributor to Cabrini Magazine. 

Art, Research, Scholarship Symposium

Lucinda Hughes ’07 discusses her biological research with Anne Coleman, Ph.D., assistant 
professor of life and physical science.

On Oct. 27, 2007, the Board of Trustees approved the College’s proposed General Education 
program (Gen Ed) to take engaged learning to the next level and extend and enhance the 
current student experience in SEM 100 and 300 courses. Through curricular and extra-
curricular opportunities centering on the Common Good, Gen Ed encompasses thematic, 
practical coursework ensuring students are equipped with the skills needed for responsible 
citizenship in a global society. 
  The signature educational experience of the Gen Ed program is a developmental 
sequence of thematic courses extending across students’ four years and culminating in a 
“real-world” capstone experience in each student’s field—ensuring the College’s commit-
ment to the Common Good and to its Catholic identity. 
  Elements of the Gen Ed program, to be phased in beginning in fall 2008, include:

Engagements with the Common Good:•  Thematic and community engagement 
coursework, culminating in a practical capstone experience in the field of study. 
Outcomes of these educational engagements give students tangible results, while 
developing their compassion and advocacy for all human beings. 
Exploration in the Common Good:•  Broad exposure to various disciplinary experi-
ences, helping students understand and view their status in regard to particular 
institutions, creative traditions and value-driven decision-making. 
21st Century Literacies:•  A foundational basis on which students achieve and 
develop cognitive complexity, effective communication, expertise in a specific area, 
responsibility for social justice and a propensity for engaging in life-long learning. 

Update: General Education 
Program Approved

Cabrini’s first Art, Research, Scholarship Symposium exceeded expectations. Seventy-six 
research and creative projects were on display at the April event, showcasing the work of 
170 Cabrini students working individually or in teams. A complete list of presentations can 
be found at www.cabrini.edu/symposium. 
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Philanthropy
50th Anniversary Celebration Giving Opportunities

A gift of any size made before June 30, 2008 is a special way to celebrate 50 years of Cabrini history. For more information about 

opportunities to honor the past, present, and future of Cabrini College, email giving@cabrini.edu or call 610-902-8257.

CABRINI SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP
$1,000
This key group of alumni, parents, and friends provides leadership 
support and enables the College to meet the most urgent needs of 
today’s students and faculty. Members of the Cabrini Society receive 
special invitations and advance notice of campus events.

ENDOWMENT FOR THE JOLYON PITT GIRARD 
DISTINGUISHED SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE
$100–$100,000
This program is named in honor of Jolyon P. Girard, Ph.D., a 
gifted professor-scholar in the Cabrini College History/Political 
Science Department. “Joly” will retire in May 2008, after 34 
years at Cabrini. The fund will provide an annual stipend to a 
visiting historian who will, at the invitation of the history/politi-
cal science department, be a guest lecturer at the College for a 
period of several days or longer, teaching classes and/or provid-
ing public lectures. The annual scholar-in-residence will enrich 
the learning environment for students, particularly those who 
are majoring in history or political science. The total goal for this 
project is $300,000.

22    www.cabrini.edu

Jolyon Girard, Ph.D., conducts class on the Commons.
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY PROJECT
$100–$10,000
The entire Cabrini College is invited to participate in a year-long 
effort to build a Cabrini College house in Norristown, Pa., with 
the non-profit group Habitat for Humanity. Support of this whole 
house project will offset the costs to be a part of this extraor-
dinary effort. In addition to providing a home to a deserving 
family, it provides permanent symbolism for the link between 
the campus and the Norristown community that occurs with the 
College’s student service learning. 

ANNUALLY FUNDED NAMED SCHOLARSHIP
$2,500
Share the gift of an “education of the heart” by naming an annually 
funded and awarded scholarship that will benefit a Cabrini College 
student who has financial need. More than 70 percent of Cabrini 
students have financial need. 

INCREASING ALUMNI PARTICIPATION
Any Amount
This year, Cabrini’s goal is to increase alumni participation to 1,700 
gifts, or 20 percent of the total alumni base. A gift of any size will help 
the College increase the rate of alumni participation, which is a measure 
many foundations, corporations, and parents of prospective students 
review. An unrestricted contribution in any amount, or a gift in any of 
the opportunities noted will count toward achieving this goal.
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chosen for this honor by the Alumni Board. Contributions increase 
the amount of this award and encourage the tradition of alumni giv-
ing back to support the next generation of Cabrini students. For more 
information: Tracey.A.Dukert@cabrini.edu or 610-902-8252. 

SPONSOR A STUDENT FOR THE URBAN EDUCATION 
FIELD EXPERIENCE
$250
Cabrini will send 10 education majors at the end of the spring semester to 
the Philadelphia Urban Seminar—a program to introduce future teachers 
to the opportunities and challenges of teaching in urban schools. Students 
reside in Philadelphia for two weeks—working in the schools during the 
day and participating in community programs evenings and weekends. 
Funding helps offset additional residential costs for students. 

BRUCKMANN MEMORIAL CHAPEL OF ST. JOSEPH
$10–$500
Cabrini College offers many ways to remember loved ones for a 
birthday, anniversary, special occasion, or to honor a deceased friend 
or family member. Opportunities range from weekly votive candles, 
hosts, purificators, vestments, etc. 

23

ENDOWED NAMED FACULTY SCHOLARS PROGRAM
$25,000–$75,000
An endowed Faculty Scholars Program will recognize and reward out-
standing faculty members by providing a summer stipend for faculty 
research projects. In addition to research costs, endowment funds also 
may support faculty travel to professional conferences and workshops, 
enabling faculty to present their research findings, maintain professional 
contacts, and keep current with the latest research in their disciplines. 

INSTITUTE FOR CATHOLIC SOCIAL JUSTICE 
EDUCATION
$100–$10,000
Capping 50 years of providing an “education of the heart” inspired by 
St. Frances Cabrini, the College will launch the Institute for Catholic 

Social Justice Education in March 2008. The Institute will offer 
intellectually rich, experiential opportunities for faculty to explore the 
meaning of Catholic Social Justice Thought and its practical applica-
tion in teaching and mentoring undergraduate students. Through the 
Institute, Cabrini College is poised to make a distinctive contribution 
not only to education for its own students but also to Catholic higher 
education as a whole.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP
Any Amount
Endowed in 2007, the Alumni Association Scholarship benefits a ris-
ing junior with financial need who has shown commitment to Cabrini. 
Candidates go through an application and interview process and are 

Retired faculty member Andy Litavec and his wife, Pat, meet Joanna 
L. Radomile ’07, recipient of their scholarship. 

ENDOWED NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS   
$25,000–$100,000
Scholarships provide access to higher education for academi-
cally motivated students who demonstrate financial need. An 
endowed scholarship provides financial support in perpetuity. 
Recognition and student financial support will be made annu-
ally. These scholarships may be structured to support students 
in a specific program or to meet other donor-designated criteria. 

ATHLETICS
$100–$25,000
Gifts can be made to support Cabrini’s athletics program and 
may be directed to support a specific sport. Opportunities include 
advertisements in game day programs for a season; signage at 
the Dixon Pool, Tennis Courts, Stadium, or Nerney Field House; 
VIP grandstand seating and more. For more information: tbasile@
cabrini.edu or 610-902-8203.

11311_22-23.indd   2311311_22-23.indd   23 11/14/07   1:39:33 PM11/14/07   1:39:33 PM



24    www.cabrini.edu

 Alumni
PROFILE
Marilyn Meola Mazzarulli ’59

Far be it for Marilyn Meola Mazzarulli 
’59 to consider herself a pioneer.

But, as a member of Cabrini 
College’s inaugural class and the first alum 
to start an endowment, Mazzarulli not only 
forged her own educational path, but a 
unique humanitarian one as well.

She credits that development to the mes-
sage of empowerment delivered to her and 
fellow classmates by Mother Ursula Infante, 
Cabrini’s founder and first president.

“Mother Ursula, in my opinion, was 
years ahead of the women’s movement,” 
Mazzarulli says. “She instilled in us [the 
notion] that there was not anything that 
was not possible for us to do, as women. 
In those days, that was unheard of.”

Mazzarulli took that message to heart, 
securing a job within a week of gradu-
ation from Cabrini, and re-entering the 
job market after taking time to raise her 
three children.

She founded a travel agency in 
Manhattan with a friend, and over the 
years, expanded it from a two-woman 
operation to a female-owned company 
employing more than 40 agents. Hers was 
the first agency to adopt Sabre, the com-
puter system now used widely by travel 
agencies, and also was the pilot agency for 
American Airlines with the Sabre technol-
ogy. After nine years, Mazzarulli sold the 
business to her partner.

Mazzarulli nurtures fond memories of 
her days at Cabrini, where in the Mansion 
of the Woodcrest Estate in the early fall 
of 1957 she met the women who would 
become lifelong friends.

“It was a very warm group of young 
women,” the Fairlawn, N.J., native remem-
bers. “Everyone was really reaching out to 
everyone else to introduce themselves.”

She recalls nightly dinners in the 
Mansion, and studying for exams while 
floating in the pool. “When I think back to 

Marilyn Meola Mazzarulli ’59, the first Cabrini graduate to start an endowment at the College, 
focuses on helping others and giving back in meaningful ways.

sitting down to a beautifully set table in the 
Mansion for dinner,” Mazzarulli laughs, “I 
realize we were spoiled!”

Today, she splits her time between 
Miami and Palm Desert, Calif., and devotes 
her energies to her three sons, two step-
sons, and nine grandchildren.

Looking back on what has been a full, 
rich and fulfilling life, she says her focus 
now is on helping others and giving back 
in meaningful ways.

“I strongly believe that we have to 
educate our young people,” Mazzarulli 
says. “If someone has financial prob-
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lems, those of us who are more fortunate 
should help.”

Nearly a decade ago, Mazzarulli placed 
a call to Cabrini with the intention of mak-
ing a donation in the form of a scholarship. 
She specifically said she did not want to 
place any restrictions on the allocation; her 
only request was that the scholarship to 
go to someone who truly needed it. As a 
result of that initiative, the Marilyn Meola 
Mazzarulli Scholarship Fund was born.

Although she’s never met the benefi-
ciaries of the scholarship in person, she 
always receives a letter from the recipients, 
thanking her for making their futures pos-
sible. Mazzarulli keeps each letter.

Mazzarulli says starting the scholar-
ship was important to her because she 
wanted to send a message to current 
Cabrini students.

“They should know that Cabrini is a 
community and those of us who have 
graduated from the community want to see 
it continue and want to see graduates be 
successful in their chosen field,” she says.

Mazzarulli hopes that by helping stu-
dents earn an education, she is doing for 
them what Mother Ursula did for her 50 
years ago: letting them know that anything 
is possible.

Cabrini’s “education of the heart” philos-
ophy was one that stuck with Mazzarulli, 
and the college is not the only recipient of 
her generosity. Following the death of her 
husband, Pat, last year, she established a 
music scholarship in his name at Cardinal 
Hayes High School, her late husband’s 
alma mater, in the Bronx.

“There is a student graduating in June, 
and we’ve successfully paid for his 

education. He’s going on to college,” 
Mazzarulli says.

She’s equally generous with her 
time—a lifelong habit that led to being 
honored last November with the Star 
Award in Washington, D.C., for her 
support of entertainer and close friend, 
Diahann Carroll.

A cancer survivor, Carroll is spokes-
person for the Star Campaign, a national 
initiative by The Wellness Community to 

honor those who provide support and 
care to cancer survivors.

Their friendship goes back 20 years, 
when Mazzarulli met Carroll through 
her husband’s longtime friendship with 
Carroll’s husband, singer Vic Damone. 
Carroll—familiar to current audiences as a 
guest star on “Grey’s Anatomy”—was just 
wrapping up her role on the 1980s-era 
primetime soap “Dynasty” when the two 
sparked a lasting friendship. Eventually, 
Carroll’s marriage ended, but her friend-
ship with Mazzarulli continued through 
the years.

Several years later, Mazzarulli received 
a shocking call from Carroll, who told 
her that she had been diagnosed with 
breast cancer.

“The first words out of my mouth were, 
‘When is the biopsy? I’m coming.’ I knew I 
had to be there for her…that’s what friends 
do,” Mazzarulli says.

As Carroll navigated her treatment 
path, the two friends established a 
ritual: each time Carroll went for radia-
tion, Mazzarulli would drive to see her 
the next day and the pair would have 
lunch. They talked about everything but 
Carroll’s cancer.

“We never had a negative thought. The 
optimism was always there, and we knew 
she was going to be fine,” Mazzarulli says. 
Carroll’s treatment was successful, and 
she has been free of the disease for several 
years now.

Carroll’s publicist told Mazzarulli that 
when Carroll is on the road delivering 
empowering speeches to cancer patients 
and survivors, she always talks about her 
friend Marilyn, who was there for her dur-

ing each phase of her illness.
“I was unbelievably touched by it and 

totally shocked. I wasn’t aware that she 
was even thinking of doing something like 
that,” Mazzarulli says.

Mazzurulli, whose cousins, Vivian 
Meola Donato ’60 and Ann Janelli Farley 
’60, also attended Cabrini, takes time to 
stay in close contact with the College, 
and has monitored its transformation 
over the years.

In addition to the advances the institu-
tion has made in academics, she is par-
ticularly impressed with the community 
service requirement in the core curriculum.

“To see the achievements and the way 
the school has grown and the direction 
the school has taken, I’m very proud to 
consider myself a graduate of Cabrini,” says 
Mazzarulli, who applauds the strengthen-
ing of the service-learning tradition.

“The community service that is part 
of the Cabrini curriculum now is an out-
standing program,” Mazzarulli says. “For 
me, it has been thrilling, truly, to see the 
achievements. I think all graduates walk 
away with a strong sense of who we are, 
and why we’re here. Mother Ursula taught 
us well.” 

“To see the achievements and the way the school has grown 

and the direction the school has taken, I’m very proud to 

consider myself a graduate of Cabrini,” says Mazzarulli.
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610-902-8303  •  www.cabrini.edu/commongood

Cabrini College alumna 
Priscilla Fuentes

THE COMMON GOOD SYMPOSIUM
MARCH 28-29, 2008
OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES 
IN 21ST CENTURY EDUCATION

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
 • Paul Vallas, superintendent of the Recovery School District 
  of New Orleans and former Chief Executive Offi cer of the 
  School District of Philadelphia 
 • Jonathan Kozol, author of “Letters to a Young Teacher,” 
  “The Shame of the Nation” and “Savage Inequalities”
 • Anabel Jensen, President of Six Seconds EQ Network and a 

national authority on emotional intelligence
 • Brother Raymond Fitz, S.M., Ph.D., Ferree Professor of Social 

Justice at the University of Dayton and Past President of the 
University of Dayton

 • Janis Risch, Executive Director of Good Schools Pennsylvania

CONFERENCE TOPICS INCLUDE:
 • Educational equity
 • Effectiveness of “choice” plans
 • Diversity issues in 21st century education
 • Role of charter and parochial schools in the 21st century
 • Relationship of higher education institutions to community 

partners

Full conference details and registration forms at 
www.cabrini.edu/commongood 

REGISTRATION FEES
(include daily continental breakfast, lunch, and light reception fare):

Registration: $150
Undergraduate and Graduate Students: $50

(Fee waived for students nominated by participating College/University for recognition.)
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Class
NOTES

On Sept. 23, 2007, members of the fi rst 
class to enter Cabrini College came back 
to campus to be recognized for their 
accomplishments. The celebration was 
titled Come Prima (Italian for “for the fi rst 
time,” and the title of a popular song in 
1957) and it fell exactly 50 years to the 
day that the alumnae arrived on campus to 
begin their college careers. 
  The day began with a liturgy, celebrated 
by Fr. Michael Bielecki ’05, followed by a 
champagne luncheon. The alumnae were 
then honored in an academic ceremony 
on the Mansion lawn. Cabrini student 
ambassadors led the women onto a trolley 
for a campus tour, highlighting the changes 
that have occurred since 1957. The day 
concluded with a reception in Founder’s 
Hall where current student leaders 
welcomed the distinguished alumnae. 

1961
Cabrini Boggiano Lepis ’61 recently 
welcomed a new grandson, Peyton John 
Monaghan, on June 8, 2007.

1963
Lois Friel Cobleigh ’63 has moved from 
Texas to Defi ance, Mo. Her husband, 
Rick, is now working for MasterCard 
International. Lois retired from the Dallas 
School District, is vegging out, and 
welcomes all visitors! 

1966
Mary Ann Hafl in ’66 received an M.D. 
degree from the Medical College of 

Pennsylvania. She is board certifi ed in family 
medicine and has been practicing primary 
care medicine in North Wildwood, N.J., 
since 1972. A member of St. Ann’s parish 
in Wildwood, Mary Ann received an award 
for her commitment to excellence in family 
medicine and the incorporation of Catholic 
values and principals in her practice. 

1967
Dr. Darlene Batti Boyd ’67 is director 
of the Gifted Students Academy at the 
University of California, Irvine. She 
is a professor of education, a national 
and international consultant in gifted 
education, and president of the American 
Creativity Association. Darlene has been 
living in Southern California for the 
past 15 years and still has a home in 

Front row, left to right: Ann Houlihan Bonyun ’59, Margaret ‘Bunny’ Mastronardi ’61, Anne Fitzgerald Muldowney ’61, Rose-marie Horvath Mebus ’59, 
Cabrini Boggiano Lepis ’61; Back row, left to right: Anna Marie Fontana Marino ’61, Mary Kenney, Frances Noone Marsden ’61, Marie San Filippo Panariello ’61, 
Patricia Kelly Seeger ’61, Janet Cobb Ryerson ’59, Loretta Dellapia O’Fria ’61. 
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Brigantine, N.J. She plans to retire back 
East in the next few years to be closer 
to her daughter, son-in-law and new 
granddaughter, Anna. Daughter Tedra 
and her husband, Michael, were married 
at St. Peter’s in Vatican City.

1969
Mary Kay Stanbach Burke ’69 attended 
an international healthcare conference in 
Malta in June where she gave a lecture 
on preparing for the healthcare needs 
facing the next generation of seniors. The 
keynote speaker was the Prime Minister of 
Malta, Dr. Lawrence Gonzi, who two days 
later joined other world leaders at the EU 
summit. Both the minister of health and 
the minister of tourism welcomed 600 
healthcare representatives from more than 
30 countries. 

1971
Classmates gathered in Scottsdale, Ariz., 
for the wedding of Becky Ralston 
Doherty’s son, Mike, in June 2007. 
Pictured from left to right are classmates 
and their spouses: Jim Collins, Liz 
McNerlin Collins ’71, Bob Morris, 
Lorraine Romano Morris ’71, Bud 
Wainwright, Therese Glielmi Wainwright 
’71, Dan Doherty and Becky Ralston 
Doherty ’71 (pictured below). 

1972
Sharon Morano ’72 became president 
of the Don Bosco Technical Institute on 
July 30. Located in Rosemead, Calif., the 
all-male high school combines college 
preparatory and technology education. She 
has a degree in mathematics from Cabrini.  

1974
Adrienne Smith-Levy ’74 received an M.A. 
in counseling psychology in 2004 and is 
preparing to take the fi rst of two exams for 
state licensing. 

1980
Kathryn Hunchak-Kariouk ’80 reports 
that she is developing an environmental 
assessment course for the biosciences 
department at Drexel University, where she is 
an adjunct professor of environmental health.

1981
Jack Duffy ’81 is the vice chairman of 
Delaware CrimeStoppers and a member of 
the F.O.P. Lodge # 5.

1982
Debbie Logan Alcott ’82 was promoted 

to vice president of sales for 
Verispan, a pharmaceutical 
market research and consulting 
organization in Yardley, Pa. 
Debbie lives in Holland, Pa., 
with her husband, Ron, and 
two children, Kelsey, 16, and 
Mike, 14.

1985
Patricia Gilheany ’85 and her 
husband, James, welcomed 
a daughter, Catherine 
Clare Gilhean, on Aug. 30. 
Catherine was 7 pounds 
and 19 inches.  Lynn 

Wasilewski Varacallo ’85 analyzes blood 
on multispecies in the clinical pathology 
department of Johnson & Johnson.

1988
Dr. Michael Edmondson ’88, president 
and co-founder of MEAPA, received an 
Entrepreneurial Inspiration Award from 
The Empowerment Group, a non-profi t 
organization located in the Kensington area 
of Philadelphia. The award recognizes his 
dedication to the training, coaching and 
inspiration of students who completed The 
Empowerment Group’s entrepreneurship 
class that he teaches.

1990
Dr. Joan Cook ’90 has been named 
program co-chair of the new Trauma 
Psychology Division #58 of the American 
Psychological Association. Cook also is a 
professor at Yale University.  Heather 
Schwarz 
Cunningham ’90 
was named Mrs. 
New Jersey United 
States 2007. A 
former captain of 
the Philadelphia 
Eagles 
Cheerleaders, 
Heather has 
translated both 
her school spirit and team spirit into a 
spirit of giving to children in need. Heather 
and her husband, Tom, are advocates for 
children, serving as Wish Grantors for the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation, and contributors 
to Starlight Starbright, Junior Achievement, 
and Children’s Miracle Network. 
 Heather promotes her platform, 
“Project GIVE,” which focuses on 
enhancing the lives of children suffering 
with life-threatening medical conditions. 
In the battle against her own medical 
condition, Lupus, Heather has taken a 
proactive role as a Lupus Foundation of 
South Jersey executive board member, 
donating more than $200,000 in annual 
proceeds for Lupus research. 

Class
NOTES
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Cambria Monaco ’93, Jeanie Dougherty 
Finn ’93.

1994
Jason Giles ’94 (pictured below) and 
his wife, Debbie, celebrated their 10th 
anniversary in September. Jason and his 
family wish the Cabrini family the best!

Dave Gallagher on May 5, 2007. Gioia is 
currently working at SunGard in Wayne, 
Pa.  Joseph Marturano ’97 married 
Jamie Latshaw ’97 on May 13, 2000. 
They have two daughters, Chloe, 4, and 
Teagan, 10 months. Joseph works for an 
investment company in Oaks, Pa., and 
has a home improvement business on 
the side. Jamie was a managing editor for 
two Philadelphia trade publications and 
is now a freelance writer.  Megan Wilmot 
’97 (pictured below) married Rick Weikel on 
June 16, 2007 in Graeme Park in Horsham, 
Pa. Megan 
is a market 
researcher for 
the Project 
Management 
Institute in 
Newtown 
Square, Pa. The 
couple lives in 
Hatboro, Pa.

1998
Andy Burke ’98 and wife Kristy Burton 
Burke ’00 show their Cabrini pride while 
on vacation in Alaska this past summer, seen 
here off of Hubbard Glacier (pictured below). 
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 Gaining national attention, Heather has 
been interviewed on regional and national 
TV programs airing on CBS and CNN 
Headline News, has been invited to attend 
the prestigious Lupus Gala at Mar-a-Lago, 
and will be a featured spokeswoman in a 
nationally published coffee-table book.

1992
Colleen Murphy Grossenbacher ’92 and 
her husband, Warren, celebrated their 
15th wedding anniversary last year with 
a trip to St. Thomas in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. They loved it and are looking 
forward to their return trip! Colleen is the 
classifi ed advertising manager for Suburban 
Publications and also achieved “Classifi ed 
Sales Rep of the Year” for 2006. 

 Deborah Malveaux 
’92 fi nished law school 
at Villanova in 1995, 
and is an in-house 
lawyer in Dallas. She 
recently adopted a little 
girl, Zoe Reese, who 
was born in Austin, Texas on July 28, 2006 
(pictured right). Deborah brought Zoe Reese 
home on July 30, 2006. 

1993
These alumnae (pictured above) still fi nd 
time to bond 14 years after graduating! 
Left to right: Carol Bristow ’93, Tricia 
Loughran Eakins ’93, Tara Kegel Cox 
’93, Alex Savarino Noone ’93, Christine 

1995
Melissa Tobias Garland ’95 recently 
fi nished her second master’s degree, this 
time in special education from Eastern 
Mennonite University.

1996
Christina Feehan Fohner ’96 and 
husband Dennis Fohner ’95 welcomed 
Tara Gerard on Aug. 22. Mom and baby 
are happy and healthy! 

1997
Tracey Eagan Blanda ’97 and her 
husband, Michael, welcomed a 7-pound, 
6-ounce son, 
Robert Joseph, 
on April 3, 2007 
(pictured right). 

 Amy Butler-
Adams ’97 and 
her husband, 
Pat, welcomed 
Clare Afton into their family on March 
9, 2007. Clare is little sister to Andrew 
Xavier.  Gioia Bozzacco ’97 married 

11311_27-31.indd   2911311_27-31.indd   29 11/14/07   2:10:20 PM11/14/07   2:10:20 PM



30  www.cabrini.edu

Class
NOTES

 Jeannine Wesolowski Dimeo ’98 
and her husband, Chris, welcomed their 
second child, Anthony Vincent, on Aug. 
15, 2006. Their oldest child, Maria Elena, 
turned two on July 27, 2007.  Vincent 

Martino 
’98 released 
his fourth 
book in June 
2007, “The 
Wildwoods, 
1920-1970.” 
The 128-page 
book contains 
more than 
230 images 
chronicling 

mid-century Wildwood, N.J. The book 
is available at local stores or on amazon.
com.  Melissa Gough Nestore ’98 
and her husband, Chris, welcomed 
twin boys, Nicholas Rocco and Thomas 
Christopher, on Jan. 2, 2007.  Patrick 
Nolan ’98 of Weichert Realtors Haverford 
offi ce was named Weichert’s Delaware 
Valley Rookie of the Year for 2006. 
Weichert’s Delaware Valley region consists 
of 13 offi ces throughout the Pennsylvania 
counties of Bucks, Chester, Delaware 
and Montgomery. Nolan specializes 
in residential real estate throughout 
Chester and Delaware counties, and 
currently resides in Wayne, Pa. 

1999
Meredith D’Amato Hughes ’99 and her 
husband, Tom, welcomed a son, Colin 
Vincent Hughes, on May 30, 2007. 

 Lisa Sutley ’99 G’06 is engaged to 
marry Michael Sabatine on Sept. 13, 
2008 in Atlantic City, N.J. The bridal 
party will include Cabrini alumnae Tara 
Clark Price ’00 and Bridget McGuckin 
Luedeke ’98.

2000
Lisa Maiorano Doak ’00 is a Park Guide at 
Maggie L. Walker National Historic Site in 
Richmond, Va. Lisa resides in Williamsburg, 
Va., with her husband, Ken, and step-
daughter, Jenna.  Jennifer Reither ’00 
married Rich Knoblock in October 2007. 
Jen and Rich are fi rst-grade teachers in the 
West Windsor-Plainsboro Regional School 
District in Plainsboro, N.J.  Courtney 
Smith ’00 is planning to complete a 
Ph.D. in American history from Lehigh 
University in September 2008. She is an 
adjunct instructor at Rowan University 
and hopes to become a full-time professor 
in a local college or small university.

2001
Mary Elizabeth Farnan ’01 is engaged to 
marry Noah Russell on April 25, 2009.

 Tracy Holowko Leopold ’01 and 
her husband, Chris, celebrated their 
daughter Mia Rose’s fi rst birthday on 
Dec. 2 (pictured below).  Carol Ann 

Rudinski Wilcock ADP’01 G’03 received 
a doctorate in education in April 2007 in 
the fi eld of educational leadership from 
Wilmington College. Dennis Dougherty, 
Ed.D., director of Cabrini’s Master of 
Organization Leadership program, was a 
reader on Carol’s dissertation committee. 
 James T. Kearns ADP’01 G’05 is 

the new director of the criminal justice 
program at Rosemont College.

2002
Maria Ludlow ’02 married Matthew 
Gabor on May 12, 2007. Colleen Patton 
’02 was a bridesmaid.  Michael J. Porta 
’02 married Marie Aragona ’01 on April 14, 
2007 (pictured below). David Wiley ’01 was 
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 Elizabeth Morgan Colello ’98 
welcomed a 8-pound, 4-ounce boy on 
July 22 (pictured above). He joins 3-year-
old sister Morgan.
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the best man and Christopher Nielsen 
’01 was an attendant. Marie graduated 
from Widener University School of Law 
in 2004 and is an associate at the law 
firm of Wright and O’Donnell. Mike 
works in human resources at Comcast. 

 Jill Hindman Roman ’02 recently 
became director of public relations 
with CIGNA. 

the Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania.

2005
Maria Moglioni ’05 and Tyler Sandford 
’07 were engaged in March 2007. Maria 
is a special education teacher at the 
Delaware Autism Program and Tyler 
works for the New Jersey National 
Guard. A November 2008 wedding is 
planned.

2006
Jessica Marrella ’06 has been named 
publicist for QVC’s home and jewelry 
division.  Conor McLaughlin ’06 
graduated from Teacher’s College, 
Columbia University in May 2007 with 
a master’s degree after studying higher 
and post-secondary education. He is 
now employed as a resident hall director 
at Cornell University in Ithaca, N.Y.  
James Tinneny G’06 and his wife, Jess, 
welcomed a son, John Paul Tinneny, on 
Memorial Day, 2007. He was 7 pounds, 
14 ounces, 21 inches. Big brother James 
is excited to have a little brother.  Kim 
White ’06 and Pat Downs ’06 were 
engaged Oct. 21, 2006 and plan to marry 
in August 2008 (pictured below).

manager for the Girl Scouts of 
Southeastern PA of Delaware County. 

 Melissa Steven ’07 recently was 
hired as the corporate communications 
coordinator for Philly.com, the 
Philadelphia Inquirer and the Philadelphia 
Daily News. Brian Tierney, Cabrini’s 
2007 Commencement Speaker and 
chief executive of Philadelphia Media 
Holdings, the company that owns those 
newspapers and philly.com, was involved 
with Melissa’s interview and remembered 
meeting her during the reception 
following commencement. 
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2003
Heather Tu ’03 married Sebastian Mager 
on Aug. 6, 2005. The couple resides in 
Abington, Pa.  Gina Roswell ’03 is 
engaged to marry John Figueira ’02 on 
May 25, 2008 in New Jersey (pictured 
above).

2004
Zane Hamid ’04 works with The 
Investment Fund for Foundations in 
Conshohocken, Pa.  Jennifer Howitz 
’04 is engaged to marry Genaro Orengo 
on June 7, 2008.  Tracey Kelly ’04 and 
Tom Kemery ’05 
(pictured right) were 
engaged on June 
30, 2007 while on 
vacation in Sea Isle 
City, N.J. An Oct. 
11, 2008 wedding 
is planned.  Krista 
Michalowski ’04 is 
an event planner for 

2007
Daina Havens ’07 is an assistant account 
coordinator for Parker and Partners, 
a South Jersey advertising, marketing 
and public relations fi rm.  Sharon 
Kolankiewicz ’07 is the membership 

SAVE THE DATE! REUNION 

WEEKEND JUNE 27-29, 2008

ALL alumni welcome. Special milestone 
for all alumni whose year ends in “3” 
and “8.” If you have questions or want 
to get involved, contact Tracey Dukert 
at 610-902-8252 or e-mail alumni@
cabrini.edu. 

NOMINATE A FRIEND OR 

CLASSMATE FOR AN ALUMNI 

AWARD

Alumni Awards, including a special hon-
orary alumni award, are presented at the 
Reunion Weekend, July 27-29, 2008. 
They recognize service to the College, 
career achievement, community service 
and young alumni involvement. 
 To nominate a friend or classmate, 
visit: www.cabrinicommunity.org/alumni. 
For more information, contact Tracey 
Dukert at 610-902-8252 or e-mail 
alumni@cabrini.edu.
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Students travers-
ing the Cabrini 
campus during 

the 1970s may not 
have taken notice of the 
diminutive man loving-
ly tending the lush gar-
dens, and it’s likely that 
few knew they were in 
the presence of a leg-
end. It is likely, how-
ever, that they shared 
a vivid childhood 
memory of Meinhardt 
Raabe delivering his 
famous lines in the film 
“The Wizard of Oz”, 
where he played the 
role of the Munchkin 
City coroner.

Hailing the demise of the dreaded 
Wicked Witch of the West after Dorothy’s 
tornado-swept house fell upon her, Raabe 
announced: “As coroner, I must aver I 
thoroughly examined her. And she’s not 
only merely dead, she’s really most sin-
cerely dead.”

With those words, Raabe entered the 
realm of silver screen lore—an honor that 
he not only cherished over the ensuing 
seven decades, but has used to advance 
the image of little people the world over.

Raised on a Wisconsin dairy farm, 
Raabe never imagined he would star in a 
major motion picture.

After earning a degree from the University 
of Wisconsin in 1937, Raabe remained in 
the Midwest, until he learned that Metro 
Goldwyn Mayer was seeking little people to 
act in the role of Munchkins, residents of the 
fictious Munchkin City, “The Wizard of Oz.” 

Theorizing that he was on the brink of a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, he packed 
his bags and headed to Hollywood.

“I showed up at MGM Studios and 
they welcomed all of the little people with 
open arms,” he recalls.

Since MGM needed more actors to cre-
ate a large Munchkin colony, Raabe says 
all available actors at the open casting call 
were hired. Many of the individuals had 
no prior acting experience, but Raabe, 
however, had done a fair amount of 
public speaking. He and five others were 
singled out and handed a slip of paper 
inscribed with the coroner’s famous lines.

“I took one look at the paper and I let 
go,” says Raabe, who landed the role on 
the spot.

He would lead the Munchkin parade 
in welcoming Dorothy (and Toto) to 
Munchkinland, and see her off on her 
journey down the Yellow Brick Road. 

“When I read my lines, that was my 
only opportunity to stand beside Judy 
[Garland] on-camera,” Raabe remembers. 
“It was my one shot.”

In the ensuing years, Raabe lived a life 
rich in challenges and rewards. He met and 
married the love of his life—a fellow little 
person—and remained married to her for 
50 years until her death.

By serving as both educator and speaker, 
Raabe gained recognition and respect for his 

efforts to helping elimi-
nate the stigma facing 
little people. He also 
took on the occasional 
entertainment role 
— such as the Oscar 
Meyer spokesperson, 
“Little Oscar.” 

In a media culture 
saturated with here-
today, gone-tomorrow 
celebrities, it is no 
small feat that Raabe 
remained significant 
enough in his accom-
plishments to be pro-
filed in the New York 
Times 68 years after his 
sole film appearance.

His association 
with Cabrini College began during the 
1970s, when he was assigned work as a 
gardener.

“It was interesting to be at a prestigious 
institution. I tried to enrich the campus 
by eliminating the weeds,” he laughs. 

He recently penned Memories of a 
Munchkin (Back Stage Press, 2005), where 
he shares his life story through pictures and 
illustrations created by noted artists. The 
book, he says, serves as a time capsule of 
sorts, a place where his warm memories of 
his time in Munchkin City come together.

Raabe continues to help keep the clas-
sic film alive. The oldest living resident 
of Munchkin City, he still travels nation-
wide to appear at Oz-related festivals and 
reunions. On occasion, he says, he proves 
his identity to disbelieving attendees by 
repeating his famous line from the film.

Today, Raabe, 92, lives in a retirement 
community in Penney Farms, Fla. As that 
same New York Times piece references, there 
hangs a banner on the entrance to his home 
in homage to what he says was one of the 
happiest years of his life.

It reads, “There’s no place like home.” 
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Meinhardt Raabe—“The Coroner of Oz”—continues to keep the classic film alive.

ET CETERA    etc.
Memories of a Munchkin
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and it’s right in 
the neighborhood. 
The Center for Graduate 
and Professional Studies 

There is an 
extraordinary 

place to continue 
your education

this spring

There is an 
extraordinary 

place to continue 
your education

this spring

Adult Degree Completion 
Programs

  Organizational Management 
(Accelerated)

  Liberal Arts
  History

Continuing Education  – 
Part-time Evening Programs

  Education
  Business
  Communication

Graduate Programs
  M.S. in Organization 

Leadership
   M.S. in Instructional Systems 

and Technology
  Master of Education
  Professional Educator 

Certifications

PROGRAMS OF STUDY

FOR MORE INFORMATION
WWW.CABRINI .EDU/GPS  |   610-902-8500

Master of Science in Organization
Leadership and Master of Science in
Instructional Systems & Technology

Master of Education and Teacher
Certification Programs

SPRING SEMESTER BEGINS JANUARY 14
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IT UPJazz

Discounted fl ower show tickets available at www.cabrini.edu

CATCH THE CABRINI EXHIBIT AT THE 
PHILADELPHIA FLOWER SHOW.

MARCH 2-9, 2008

It’s all part of Cabrini’s 50th Anniversary Celebration
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