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LETTING THE READER KNOW WHAT YOUR ESSAY IS ABOUT:  

THE THESIS STATEMENT
· What is it?
A sentence or two that makes an assertion about a topic and tells the reader the main claims you are trying to prove/convince your reader of in your essay.    

· When is it used?

Somewhere within the introductory paragraph of every essay.

Without a thesis statement, your essay has no chance for success because your reader is unsure where you are going and, therefore, will have trouble following your argument or line of thought.  

· How is it most effectively used?

Thesis statements should not simply announce a topic.  Thesis statements in persuasive or analytic essays are most effective when they:

1.  Are arguable statements that:

· Attempt to convince readers of something. 

· Take a position that readers could realistically disagree with.

· Address a problem that has no easy solution or asks a question that has no absolute answer.

2. Limit and focus a topic enough to make it manageable.

3. Address the main claims the writer is making in his/her body paragraphs in the order in which they appear. 
· What problems could I run into when composing my thesis statement? How can I fix them?

 Problem 1: Your thesis is too factual, so no one could disagree with it.
· Working Thesis Example:  The first polygraph was developed by Dr. John A. Larson.
Apply this strategy: Pose a question about the topic that has more than one answer.
· Example:  Should the polygraph be used with employers from the private sector?

· Revised Thesis Example:  Since the polygraph has not been proven reliable, even under controlled conditions, its use by private employers should be banned.


Problem 2: Your thesis is too broad, so it would take at least book length investigation to prove it.
· Working Thesis Example: Mapping the human genome had many implications for health and science.
Apply this strategy:  Focus on a subtopic related to your original topic.

· Revised Thesis Example:   Although scientists can now detect genetic predisposition for specific diseases, policymakers should establish clear guidelines about how to test and under what circumstances. 


Problem 3: Your thesis is too vague and seems to be focused on one claim, so your reader is not sure what exactly you will be discussing in your paper. 

· Working Thesis Example: The Vietnam Veterans Memorial is an interesting structure. 
Apply this strategy: Focus your thesis with concrete language and more specific claims. 
· Revised Thesis Example:   By inviting visitors to see their own reflections in the wall, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial creates a link between the past and present. 



(Adapted from Hacker and Sommers, The Bedford Handbook 34-35)

· What does an effective thesis statement look like?

The following are examples of effective thesis statements for papers from various disciplines: 

1. On the television show, House, Dr. House frequently accuses his patients of ignorance or deceit and sometimes manipulates them into undergoing treatment they do not want.  Despite these qualities, Dr. House usually emerges as the hero, demonstrating that medical expertise is more valuable than a patient’s right to make decisions about treatment (Hacker and 
Sommers, Pocket 108).
2. Reading should be taught using a mix of phonics and whole language, but the needs of individual students, not a philosophy should be the primary focus (Bullock, Goggin and Weinberg 103).

3. Genetically modified foods should be permitted in the United States if they are clearly labeled as such ((Bullock, Goggin and Weinberg 103).  

4. In Zora Neale Hurston’s novel, Their Eyes Were Watching God, Janie comes to define herself and nurture a growing sense of independence through her marriages to Logan Killicks, Jody Starks and Tea Cake.
Works Consulted & Further Reading

Bullock, Richard H, et al. The Norton Field Guide to Writing, with Readings and Handbook. 2nd ed., W.W. Norton, 2010. 
Hacker, Diana, and Nancy I. Sommers. The Bedford Handbook. 9th ed.,Bedford/St. Martins, 2014. 
Hacker, Diana, and Nancy I. Sommers. A Pocket Style Manual. 7th ed., Bedford/St. Martins, 2015. 
Raimes, Ann, and Susan K. Miller-Cochran. Keys for Writers with Assignment Guides. 7th ed., Cengage, 2016. 
“Developing a Thesis Statement.” UW-Madison Writer's Handbook. The Writing Center at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, https://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/thesis/Thesis.html, Accessed 16 Nov. 2017.
Writing Center – Revised 8/16

Created by Rachel Edwards, Cabrini University Writing Center-Revised 11/16/17

